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Ftlix  qutm  aluum  ftritulm  eautum. 

He  U  a  happy  man  who  ImproTet  by  the  miKarriagct  of  others. 

THAT  man,  in  all  times  and  in  all  seasons  ought  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  line  of  conduct  which  has  a  natural  tendency  to  en¬ 
sure  luippiness,  is  a  ptoposilion  so  evident,  that  it  stands  not 
in  need  of  arguments  to  pix>vc  it ;  yet  in  the  lives  of  all  men 
there  are  times,  and  in  the  state  of  evei7  society  seasons 
when  the  call  comes  moix:  imperiously,  and  the  obligation  acts 
with  encreasing  force. 

In  such  a  state  arc  we  at  present.  \Vc  are  threatened  from 
without  with  much  trouble,  distractions  arc  found  within, 
and  what  is  worse  than  both,  vice,  with  bold  and  unblushing 
front,  is  with  hasty  strides  advancing,  and  ith  threatening  at¬ 
titude  appears  confident,  that  she  will  be  able  to  lay  prostrate 
our  fair  fame,  and  destroy  our  simplicity  of  manners. 

It  would  seem  as  if  our  enemies,  like  Balak  of  old,  had  en¬ 
quired  of  some  wizzaitl  how  they  might  subjugate  us  to  their 
will,  and  that  the  answer  had  been,  “  Vitiate  their  mantiert,'* 
Accursed  advice,  how  often  hast  thou  prevailed  in  the  world ! 
how  often  hast  thou  degraded  man  !  Thy  trophies  are  tlious- 
ands  of  nations  in  chains,  numberless  cities  in  flames,  and 
millions  of  sacrificed  men — and  still  thou  progresscst,  still 
thou  conductest  to  inevitable  ruin,  although  sun*ounded  by 
all  the  ills  that  embitter  life,  yet  man  will  not  fly  from  thy 
allurements,  but  receives  thee  in  his  arms,  yea,  embraces  thee 
and  goes  to  rest  on  tliy  apparently  soft  bosom,  till  a  dait 
strike  through  his  liver,  and  he  falls  no  more  to  rise. 

Whilst  Rome  retained  her  native  simplicity,  she  was  es¬ 
teemed  through  all  the  world,  and  her  glory  rose  with  a 
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proucl  top,  which  seemed  to  hid  defiance  to  time ;  bm  the 
I  tches  of  the  l.cfst  fnnnd  their  way  into  the  rcpuWtc  ;  expen- 
si\  e  entertaimnema  bejpin :  Emulation ,  proiid  Emuktioii  erect¬ 
ed  her  h  ont :  Ambition,  ever  desirous  to  excel,  stalked  abroad ; 
biniplicity  of  Manuel's  fled  from  the  cities  to  the  deserts  and 
LilxTty,  with  ti'einbling  wing,  hoverod  a  little  longer  over 
them,  but  at  length  w  as  forced  to  fly  ;  a  total  corruption  of 
manners  succeeded  ;  her  power  wits  destroyed,  her  gioiT  lost, 
•and  she  fell  an  easy  proy  befoiT  enemies  she  had  long  sty  Ic'd 
bai-barians. 

But  why  need  I  single  out  an  individual  people  ?  Exists 
there  a  nation  in  the  world,  which  has  "not,  at  one  time  or 
other,  felt  the  direful  influence  of  this  accui-sed  counsel  ?  Our 
fathers  in  Europe  were  virtuous,  wero  free,  until  their  man- 
nera  were  vitiated,  then  roin  followed.  We  fled  from  the  con¬ 
tamination  of  mannei-s,  from  the  chiiins  of  slavery,  ai.d  found 
an  assy  him  in  .Imcrica;  in  thee  0.fr«mVa,W'e  found  libkrty  I 
and  in  the  bosom  of  thy  woods  iiave  erected  her  temple. 
^N’e  have  been  like  the  Isra<  liica  assailed  by  force  and  ai-ms, 
hut  we  proved  victorious.  Kecoursc  has  been  had  to  the  fa¬ 
mous  advice  **  Vitiate  thtir  manvern  — and  sorrow  ful  to  tell,  it 
is  vigorously  progressing. — But  1  tnist,  it  shall  not  prevail. 
To  aid  in  our  ruin,  Eurofie  has  sent  us  her  supeifluities,  her 
gew-gaw’s,  her  chains,  her  jewels,  her  lockets, — her  coaches 
roll  through  our  sli-cets,  her  griming  tables  are  foimd  at  al¬ 
most  every  comer ;  she  has  sent  us  her  dancing  masters, 
music  masters,  her  stage  players,  her  fiddlers,  her  luinblers, 
her  pimps  and  buffoons,  and  at  last,  no  doubt  to  complete  the 
work,  she  has  sent  us  her  mas^i'kk  adkks.  She  is  confident 
that  if  our  morals  wtcc  once  really  destroyed,  if  the  principles 
of  religion  were  eradicated,  if  female  honour  and  virtue  w'erc 
no  longer  our  boast,  if  the  love  of  liusbands  were  removed 
fitsm  their  wives  to  unworthy  objects,  and  the  fidelity  of  wives 
destroyed,  little  would  be  left  to  conc|uer,  for  nothing  ao  ener¬ 
vates  man  as  vicr^  nothing  so  prostrates  a  love  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence  as  luxury. 

Parents,  do  you  love  your  children  ?— oppose  those  vices ; 
suffer  them  not  to  approach  these  seminaries  of  ruin  ;  set  them 
yourselves  a  laudable  example  ;  shew  them,  that  Jlmnvcans 
are  more  fond  of  utility  than  vanity  and  vain  shew.  That  the 
good  things  of  this  life  were  given  us  to  use,  not  abuse.  That 
the  gaming  tabic  leads  to  ruin ;  that  expences  above  our  in¬ 
come  is  nothing  but  cheating  all  with  whum  we  are  concern- 
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c(l ;  that  a  de&pcrate  atate  in  our  aff  airs  ka<Is  to  desperate  haz- 
zarcU ;  teach  them  that  honesty  is  the  ix^st  ^icy,  and  that  a 
million  grained  wcxild  be  but  a  sorry  ixcoinpence  for  the  loss 
of  honoui)  virtue  and  .  obaoiah  optic. 


ORIGIKAL. 

TMR  AMERIC.I.V  IDLER _ .Vo.  K 

C&Im  aod  tcrene  700  indolently  ut,  AonxaoN. 

THE  following,  which  is  the ^rat  letter  of  my  ^rat  cor¬ 
respondent,  is  published  with  pleasure,  and  I  liope  that  when¬ 
ever  Jack  Listlkss  appears  in  this  paper,  he  will  be  a  wel¬ 
come  guest. 

ro  the  idles. 
si*» 

To  undertake  more  than  we  are  capable  of  accomplishing, 
is  so  common  in  these  days,  that  1  doubt  not  1  shall  escape 
without  many  exclamations  of  surprise  from  your  readers  for 
my  folly,  or  many  interjectionsof  pity,  for  quitting  the  sphere 
natuie  designed  me  for. 

I  am  a  person  composed  of  such  indifferent  materials,  that 
I  Have  often  wondered  for  what  purpose  1  was  intended,  or  in 
w  li4t  situation  1  was  calculated  to  succeed.  If  I  possess  any 
good  qualities,  they  are  negative  ones  ;  if  any  bad,  1  trust  they 
arc  doruiant,  and  may  they  ever  remain  so.  1  rather  suspect 
that  1  am  of  tlvat  common  class  of  beings,  who,  as  Dr.  Moore 
observes,  ^  pass  luidlsturbed  through  life,  and  when  they  come 
to  their  journey’s  end,  arc  decently  interred  in  the  churoh 
yard  w  ho  jog  along  the  road  of  time  neither  assisting  nor 
assisted  by  others,  neiUier  loved  or  hated,  envied  or  honoured, 
and  have  all  romcmbrance  of  them,  buried  with  themselves. 

But  it  is  time  to  inform  you  what  was  my  inducement  for 
addressing  you,  and  what  advantage  was  to  result  therafrom. 
You  arc  to  know  then,  that  accidentally  seeing  one  of  your 
Bunabers,  1  w'as  pleased  with  it,  because  the  title  was  descrip¬ 
tive  of  myself.  You  call  it  ^  Thr  Idler  I  sir,  am  as  genu¬ 
ine  an  idler  as  could  be  produced,  and  to  use  the  woixls  of 
your  immojtal  predecessor,  “  do  nothing,  and  <Jiank  my  stai-s 
1  have  nothing  to  do  1”  or  fancied  I  aavo"  in  you  a 

person  like  myself,  resolutely  breaking  asunder  the  bands  of 
indolence,  and  making  an  attempt  to  amuse,  instruct,  and  bet¬ 
ter  miinkind*  So  excmplai  y  did  this  appear,  that  to  attempt 
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‘‘  to  do  Irke^ae,**  was  the  first  idea  that  occurred  to  me,  and 
I  instantly  determined  to  ofl’cr  myself  to  you  as  an  assistant  or 
occasional  correspondent.  You  may  ask  who  1  am,  and  what 
>ou  ai-c  to  exj^ect  from  me  ?  From  what  I  have  already  said, 
you  must  be  well  aware  that  you  cannot  hope  for  “  great 
things Respecting  who  I  am,  you  may  obtain  some  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  follow  ing  I  was  bom  within  the  pi*ccincts 
of  this  city,  with  good  prospects,  and  had  tlie  greatest  oppor¬ 
tunities  given  me  to  obtain  an  acquaintance  with  all  branches 
of  knov.  .edge,  and  every  soui*ce  of  literature.  In  my  seven¬ 
teenth  year  I  was  entered  as  a  student  in  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  colleges  on  the  continent,  and  left  to  pursue  a 
course  of  studies,  which  might  eventually  have  proved  highly 
iKUeficial.  But  study  and  my  disix)sition  seemed  incompa¬ 
tible  w  ith  erxh  other.  1  joined  a  set  of  jolly  fellows  I  found 
there,  who  spent  the  day  in  planning  mischief,  and  the  night 
in  accomplishing  it.  Our  chief  delight  was,  to  set  the  college 
in  an  uproar,  and  worry  the  tutors:  Hence,  we  frequently 
made  it  such  a  scene  of  confusion,  that  it  might  be  said  to  re¬ 
semble  the  “  tower  of  BabeL,**  if  not  by  a  “  confutdon  of  t(mg%u$* 
at  least  by  a  combination  ofevei7  villainous  sound  that  could 
be  invented :  These  pranks,  it  is  true,  did  not  occupy  my 
whole  time,  but  the  remainder  of  it  was  not  given  to  study. 
A  volume  of  Mrs.  RADCLirrE,  or  some  other  novelist,  was 
more  congenial  to  my  taste  than  a  volume  of  the  ancient  c/a»- 
nca  i  and  I  had  much  rather  dwell  on  a  page  of  Peter  Pix- 
SAR,  than  a  problem  of  Bossuet.  The  intricacies  of  come 
9ec(ion*y  and  the  lectures  of  Blair,  were  sacnficcd  to  some 
modem  dramaiut ;  and  even  the  elaborate  treatise  of  moral 
phUotofihy  wiitten  by  our  learned  president,  had  as  few  at¬ 
tractions  as  tlie  others  ;  a  supper  at  the  Uvem,  and  an  occa¬ 
sional  game  of  cards,  contnbuted  to  fill  up  the  remainder  oi 
the  time,  and  thus  months  and  weeks  passed  away. 

But  of  this  life,  1  at  length  grew  weary,  and  being  also  to¬ 
tally  difficient  in  that  knowledge  I  ought  by  this  time  to  have 
acquired,  I  left  college  without  fixing  on  any  profession  to 
engage  in,  and  indeed,  when  1  looked  at  the  difficulties  to  be 
surmounted  previous  to  a  successful  establishment,  without 
a  wish  to  determine  on  one;  for  I  soon  saw  (to  speak  in  il»e 
language  of  tratlc)  that  the  market  was  overstocked  :  At  every 
turn  of  a  comer  you  may  see  **  Attorney  at  Imw**  on  the  win¬ 
dow  shutter,  and  on  almost  every  other  knocker  is  engraved 
‘  Dr**  To  succeed  in  either  of  these  avocations,  intense  study 
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and  applicaUon  must  be  added  to  superiouv  talents  and  a  po> 
lisbcd  demeanour.  The  law  had  my  decided  disapproba¬ 
tion  after  a  moment's  deliberation  ;  and  it  was  not  long  before 
I  mentally  exclaimedy  “  THtctm  fihyuc  to  the  dogt,^  ru  none 
of  it  r*  To  the  drudgery  of  a  compting-lu)Use  1  had  no  idea  of 
submitting ;  and  the  only  alternative  was  to  sit  down  in  tetai 
uUeneto, 

Thus  Mb.  loLKi,  I  have  given  you  a  history  of  my  life* 
heretofore  useless  to  othersy  and  a  blank  to  myself.  1  f  you  chusc 
to  accept  of  such  a  person  for  a  correspon^nty  1  will  endt  a* 
vour  to  shake  off*  so  much  of  the  tin'*  of  indolencey 
§0  etuify  beoetM  me^*  aa  to  attempt  a  pa])er  foi'  your  work.  I 
mean  not  to  set  up  for  a  “  cemoi'  morum^'*  to  ape  the  profound 
philosopltery  or  rigid  moralist ;  far  be  it  from  me  to  tail  at  the 
nilings  of  others,  who  possess  so  many  of  my  own.  What¬ 
ever  observations  I  may  nmke  on  them,  shall  be  in  a  good  na* 
tured  way  ;  or  if  1  see  them  become  vices  and  crimes,  i  may 
then  perhaps  attempt  to  show  them  hi  their  proper  colours : 
At  any  rate,  1  hope  that  in  my  peregtinutions  through  the 
city,  and  my  wanderings  from  one  circle  of  actpiaintuncc  to 
another,  I  shall  glean  some  information,  and  gather  sonic 
anecdotes  worth  your  acceptance  ;  and  1  solemnly  promise 
never  to  offer  any  thing  that  can  corrupt  the  lieaityor  sutfubs:. 
the  cheek  of  modesty  with  a  blush.  Youi's, 

JACK  LISTLESS. 

On  this  communication  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  many 
remarks.  A  moral  may  (as  Jack  no  doubt  intended)  be  drawn 
from  it,  and  it  is  obvious.  ^  And  I  hope  (and  doubtless  my 
readers  with  me)  that  this  history  of  himself,  this  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  his  errors,  is  the  fruit  of  a  timi  and  decisive  ^solution 
of  reformation  ;  a  proof  that, 

“  ———Industry  has  approach'd, 

And  rous'd  him  fiom  his  miserable  sloth 
and  that  consequently,  the  dormant  powers  of  his  soul  will 
be  awakened  to  iiscfuK  and  honourable  exertion.  J. 


OHlGJltAL. 

THE  SPFX'TjICLES.^Xb.  V, 


The  s  her*  t  von. 

WHAT  news?  is  the  common  salutation;  some  won¬ 
der  why  an  embai^  U  laid ;  others  are  astoniahed  it  did  not 
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take  place  sooner  ;  Moreau  is  plotting  onr  destruction^  tome 
shrewdly  cry  out ;  Buokaparte  is  deteimined  we  Shalt  no  Ion* 
ger  remain  neutral ;  and  England  is  intent  on  destroying  our 
con  merce,  say  the  papers.  All  agree  we  have  both  external 
and  internal  enemies ;  every  one  is  a  politician.  The  trades¬ 
man  discusses  with  facility  national  affaii's^  and  the  common 
labourer  divines  the  effects  of  certain  measures.  Each  relies 
on  his  own  wisdom,  and  places  little  confidence  in  those 
whose  experience  and  skill  have  made  them  rulers  of  the  ni- 
tion.  At  every  comer  of  the  street  we  may  see  groupe  delibe¬ 
rating  on  the  couiwe  which  government  should  pursue ;  and 
taverns  are  converted  into  chambers  of  state,  wherein  our 
present  difficulties  are  accounted  for,  and  plans  laid  down, 
the  obseiwance  of  which  w’ould  clearly  extricate  us :  There 
are  now  many  skilful  statesmen  disguised  as  scavengers ;  and 
Washingtoks  are  drivers  of  carnages.  My  honest  acquain¬ 
tance  Acd  is  an  ale-house  politician,  whose  abilities  are  rated 
in  proportion  to  his  aversion  of  taciturnity  ;  he  has  publicly 
sworn  a  thousand  times,  that  he  w’oukl  lose  his  last  drop  u* 
blood  for  his  countiy.  J^td  has  been  persuaded  that  great 
men  care  too  much  for  their  own  interest,  and  jwy  little  re¬ 
gard  to  the  welfare  of  their  constituents,  and  he  indulges  hb 
spleen  in  condemning  the  principle  ;  indeed,  no  one  can  ac¬ 
cuse  him  with  a  want  of  sincerity,  as  I  have  known  him  lose 
many  customer  to  give  punctual  attendance  at  meetings  of 
his  political  brethren.  AVrf  belongs  to  a  society  where  he  is 
a  consequential  member ;  he  never  fails  to  be  present,  and  be 
has  often  told  me  he  has  never  been  maiked  as  an  absentee 
on  the  roll.  If  Acef  has  a  shoe  nearly  finished  when  the 
hour  arrives,  he  deems  it  a  conflict  between  patriotism  and 
interest,  and  leaves  it  until  he  has  done  wltat  he  conceives 
his  duty  to  his  country.  AVd  has  filled  several  offices  and 
given  general  satisfactiop,  at  last  be  was  honoured  with  the 
office  president :  He  im>w  pays  more  attention  to  politics; 
for,  says  he,  the  chief  member  ought  to  be  the  best  informed 
In  the  society,  where  else  can  wisdom  be  expected  but  in  the 
head  ?  Ard  whispered  to  me  the  other  day,  that  this  honour 
was  conferred  upon  him,  because  he  predicted  six  months 
since  that  un  embargo  was  impending :  ]  le  now  employs  the 
greater  part  of  each  day  in  collecting  news,  which  he  details 
to  the  society :  I  used  formerly,  says  he,  to  make  my  busi¬ 
ness  my  (^ef  attention,  but  1  now  see  some  of  it  must  be  la* 
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crificcd.  mxf  be  seen  every  morning  strolling  about  the 
coffee*houset  and  in  the  afternoon  reading  the  papers  in  his 
shop;  he  is  preparing  a  way  foi*  his  promotion  by  florid 
speeches,  and  has  intimated  that  he  will  stand  a  candidate  for 
the  legislature  at  the  ensuing  election.  is  regarded  as 

a  political  luminary,  and  is  applauded  while  he  detects  errors 
in  the  executive,  and  ignorance  in  the  judiciary  :  He  has  late¬ 
ly  made  himself  eminently  conspicuous  while  he  proved  in  an 
elaborate  oration,  that  the  emliargo  would  improve  oui’  do¬ 
mestic  manufactures.  But  M  d*a  fame  does  him  little  good, 
be  walks  the  streets  with  th?  clothes  he  had  once  thrown  away, 
and  contents  himself  with  the  hope  of  meeting  some  compen¬ 
sation  from  government.  Thus  he  has  gone  on  until  neai'ly  all 
his  customeia  have  left  him,  and  his  business  so  far  declined, 
that  his  prospects  depend  upon  an  uncertainty,  which  his  va¬ 
nity  aspires  to— a  lucrative  office. 

As  I  was  closing  this  numlier,  a  communication  signed 
J.  E.  was  handed  to  me,  containing  some  observations  in  op¬ 
position  to  my  remarks  on  novel  reading:  It  would  be  incom¬ 
patible  with  my  original  design  to  notice  it  in  any  other  way 
than  by  saying,  that  1  do  not  lay  claim  to  exemption  from  er¬ 
ror  in  any  opinions  which  1  advance,  but  then  they  are  sub¬ 
mitted  to  tlie  judgment  of  the  reader,  and  not  intended  as 
questions  for  public  discussion.  It  shall  always  be  my  cai'e  to 
guard  against  controversy,  and  any  future  attacks  will  receive 
no  reply.  .  T. 

AfUSHROOM.-^Yo.  II/, 

SO  sir,  said  he,  you  have  made  a  flne  figure  of  yourself— 
you  must  turn  author  must  you,  slamming  the  door  of  my 
small  study  after  him  violently.  1  looked  up,  it  was  my 
friend  Caustic,  You  are  in  a  passion  my  friend,  said  I, 
folding  down  a  leaf  of  Trutram  S/umdy  at  the  stoiy  of  Le 
Fevre,  which  I  had  just  been  reading.  No,  said  he,  you  mis¬ 
take  ;  but  if  I  was,  I  should  have  some  reason  for  it :  A  man 
il  at  your  age,  to  enter  the  lists  with  young  authors,  whose  ideas 
4  are  as  brilliant  as  the  sun  that  gilds  their  morning  prospects  I 

Iyou  sir,  that  have  seen  little  more  of  the  w  orld  than  the  gilt 
OalenVhead  over  my  door,  to  set  up  for  a  reformer  of  the 
times— you  whose  utmost  ^uU  consists  m  brcathiiig  a  vein. 
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to  set  up  for  a  marksman  to  ‘  shoot  folly  as  it  flies  I’ — poh  I— 
Ficf  He  !  Mr.  Caustic,  don’t  speak  so  loud  ;  sit  down  and 
let  us  talk  over  this  matter  calmly.  No  sir,  said  he,  1  will 
not  sit  down — will  you  answer  me  a  question  or  two  ?  As¬ 
suredly,  a  dozen  if  you  please.  Well  sir,  said  he  (borrowing 
his  language  from  Goldsmith’s  Vicar  of  will 

your  conscience  let  you  flatter  the  great,  and  hunt  down  the 
small  ?— .No. — Then  you  are  not  tit  for  an  author.  Will 
you  pay  more  attention  to  the  turn  of  a  period  tlian  to  the 
sterling  worth  of  the  sense  it  conveys  ? — No.— -Then  you 
will  never popularity.  Do  you  expect,  that  with  your 
irritable  teitlper  you  can  l^ar  wi^i  the  bites  and  scratches  of 
a  pack  of  critics,  whose  moutlis'are  open  for  you  . 

Then  you  are  not  fit  for  an  author. 

Here,  fortunately  for  me,  his  catechism  was  ended  by  his 
shopman,  who  had  stepped  over  for  him  to  put  up  a  prescrip 
tion  for  a  young  man  who  had  received  a  fracture  at  the 
his  scull  must  have  been  crack* d  before  he 
.went  to  such  a  place,  said  he  to  his  man,  smiling,  and  then 
turning  round  to  me,  he,  witli  his  usual  severity  told  me  to 
ponder  on  what  he  had  been  saying,  and  left  the  room. 

My  friend  generally  speaas  the  truth,  and  speaks  it  home 
too  ;  but  then  he  does  it  liai'shly.  1  had  determined  to  hear 
him  out  calmly,  but  I  could  not  commaml  myself;  my  pulse 
rose  fi-om  seventy  to  a  hundi'C'd  pulsations  in  a  minute  ;  and 
now  that  he  was  gone,  and  1  was  left  in  quiet  possession  of 
my  arm<hair,  they  gi'adually  decreased  to  their  usual  num¬ 
ber;  and  as  they  decreased,  the  harshness  of  old  Caustic’s 
manner  was  forgotten,  and  1  at  last  was  of  opinion  that  he 
had  spoken  nothing  but  the  truth*  **  Flatter  the  great,  and 
hunt  down  the  small  ?” — No,  never  will  I  so  prostitute  the  ta¬ 
lent  witli  which  Providence  has  endowed  me — sooner  would  I 
‘  wrap  it  in  a  napkin  and  hide  it  in  the  earth.’ 

Though  the  rounds  of  the  ladder  of  ambition  are  slippery, 
and  some  g^t  falls,  from  which  they  never  recover,  yet  many 
elevate  themselves  to  such  a  height  that  their  heads  become 
giddy,  and  they  cannot  stand  uprig-ht ;  this  however,  they 
do  not  seem  to  mind,  because  they  think  themselves  above 
<^)scrvation  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  their  elevation  expq^  them 
to  sudden  puffs  of  wind  which  they  would  have  avoidf;d  below, 
but  are  now  constantly  assailrd  by  ;  the  lliin  disguise  which 
they  wore  securely  below,  is  blown  aside,  tlieir  deformity  is  dis- 
covet-ed  and  by  the  faithful  scribe  Will  not  pass  uncensured.— - 
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But  it  is  an  unthankful  office,  and  one  difficult  to  perform,  for 
“  Robes  and  fuir’d  gowns  hide  all,”  hence  the  tiiith  of  my 
friend  Caustic’s  remark. 

But  to  the  second  question,  **  Will  you  pay  more  attention 
to  the  turn  of  a  period  than  to  the  sterling  worth  of  the  sense 
it  conveys  ?” — Certainly  not ;  if  popularity  is  only  to  be  gained 
by  such  means,  ‘  throw  it  to  the  dogs,  ill  none  of  it  ;*  and  yet 
how  often  do  we  find  that  authors  attain  fame  by  di'essing 
rice  in  the  most  beautifiil  garb !  how  often  have  we  seen  (and 
recently  too)  poems  written  in  the  most  elegant  language— 
flo  ring  “  softly  sweet” — yet  conveying  to  the  mind  the  most 
lascivious  ideas — such  authors  are  the  “  quag-mires*’  spoken 
of  in  your  second  number,  by  “Ephraim”  (with  whom,  by 
the  bye,  1  should  like  to  be  better  acquainted) — their  writings 
ai*c  wills-o-the-wisp  that  mislead  thousands  to  their  ruin— 
“  Whip  me  such  folly  ix)und  the  globe.*’ 

As  to  the  lash  of  criticism  which  he  shook  over  my  shoul¬ 
ders  in  terroruntj  that  shall  not  intimidate  me— they  must  take 
the  “  will  for  the  deed.** 

If  they  attack  me  on  the  scoir  of  the  impurity  of  my 
morals,  they  shall  be  attended  to ;  but  if  tliey  unkennel  to  hunt 
me  down  for  neglecting  to  dot  an  i,  or  cross  a  /,  1  shall  pay  no 
more  attention  to  their  barking,  than  the  school  boys  do  to  the 
imbecile  threats  of  old  Deborah-^  as  they  pelt  her  with  soow 
while  she  elcans  the  steps  of  my  door.  fungus.  ' 
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ro  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EFS, 

MS.  OPTIC, 

From  an  Eaglitk  psblicstion,  1  hare  taken  the  liberty  of  aelecting 
the  sabataoce  of  a  short  Biographical  aketch  of  the  late  celebrated  mon¬ 
arch  CnASLca  111,  which  1  hare  no  doubt  will  be  gratifying  to  aomcof 
your  readera.  B. 

DON  CARLOS  III.  king  ofSpain,  wasbom  at  Madrid 
January  30th  1716,  and  proclaimed  king  of  Spain,  September 
II,  1759.  Shooting  was  so  predominantly  his  rtiling  passion 
that  he  may  justly  be  said  to  have  been  the  Nimrod  of  his  time ; 
when  the  days  were  short  he  would  indulge  in  this  sport  by 
torch-light.  In  person  he  was  middle  sized,  round  shouklered, 
large  boned,  of  a  dark  complexion,  with  small  eyes  and  a  vei'y 
prominent  Roman  nose.  His  diwss  was  too  homely  for  a  prince ; 
he  wore  commonly  a  plain  cloth  ptock,  ieather  waistcoat  and 
biwhcs,  boots  always  of  London  manufacture,  and  a  large 
pair  of  tanned  gloves :  He  usually  carried  a  guo  on  his  shoul- 
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der,  and  his  servants  attended  with  guns,  powder,  shot,  water, 
wine,  victuals,  clothes  and  his  dead  game,  wolves,  hai-es,  rooks, 
gulls,  &c.  When  he  travelled,  his  driving  was  like  tliatofycAu, 
lor  he  di’ove  so  furiously  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for 
some  of  his  guards  to  break  a  leg,  arm  or  neck,  on  which  hit 
majesty  would  observe,  ^ he  died  in  his  duty.'* 

He  rose  at  seven  in  the  morning,  oftened  his  shutters,  wrote 
his  lettei-s  and  dispatches,  and  tlKn  sat  out,  let  it  rain  or  shine, 
for  the  chace,  or  rather  shooting.  It  was  his  constant  maxim, 
that  rain  breaks  no  bones ;  therefore  it  never  suspended  any 
thing  he  was  engaged  in,  to  the  no  small  mortification  of  hit 
atteiKlants :  Mis  suite  on  such  occasions^  was  generally  the  in* 
fant  Don  Lewis,  the  great  officer  in  waiting  the  Duke  dc  Lo 
zada,  the  body  guards,  and  three  or  four  coaches  and  six,  with 
which  there  was  always  a  surgeon  ui  case  of  any  accident.  He 
returned  before  noon  and  dined  regularly  at  eleven  o’clock,  an^ 
always  in  public,  attended  by  the  foreign  ministers  and  those 
necessary  appendages  of  royalty,  his  courtiers.  He  ui^uaUy 
ate  of  SIX  things,  drank  three  times,  and  was  not  long  at  tabk. 
Afiler  dinner  he  resumed  bis  favourite  spoil  and  seldovn  return* 
ed  till  dai'k  or  later.  He  then  g^ave  audience  to  his  ministers 
for  an  hour,  afterwards  sat  with  the  quecn>mother  in  her  apaitr 
ment,  and  went  to  bed  between  nine  and  ten— *this  was  the  di* 
limal  round  of  his  majesty’s  life. 

In  February  or  Mai^  every  year  he  went  k>  the  palace  of 
Pardo,  in  April  to  Aranjuez,  returned  in  June  to  Madrid,  end 
of  July  sat  out  for  San  lldcphonso,  in  October  he  went  to  the 
Escurial,  and  in  November  returned  to  Madrid. 

.  SomoUmestfor  Tariety,he  would  indulge  in  the  aport  of  fish* 
iag,aa  other  tinnea  he  would  have  a  g^nciwl  battida,  which  wsi 
aetdog  five  or  six  hundred  men  ‘to  drive  all  the  game  for  w* 
veral  miles  round  into  toils  of  a  great  extent,  then  the 
king,  Don  Lewis,  with  the  whole  couit,  ladies  as  well  as  gen* 
tlemcn,  to  set  out  and  kill  it ;  at  this  spoil  the  foreign  ambassa* 
dors  always  attended :  This  diversion  was  very  expensive,  and 
made  great  havoc  among  the  game. 

^  Many  have  thought  him  a  very  weak  prince,  wi^  lUtU 
UDderatandin^  but  such  have  been  mistaken.  Me  had  some 
parts,  was  olminate  to  the  highest  degree,  and  like  most  otlicr , 
princes,  being  continually  flattered,  imagined  himaelf  ui»er 
(than  be  really  was.  He  was  more  rcsened  than  is  uaual  Tor 
princes,  bad  no  confidant,  and  communicated  his  will  only  by 
his  orders  to  put  It  in  execution.  No  opioioQ  or  advice  could 
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have  induced  him  to  alter  his  determinations;  all  must  come 
from  himself.  Those  things  to  which  he  applied  himself  he 
became  a  complete  master  of.  He  spoke  the  Italian,  French 
and  Spanish  languages  fluently.  He  was  an  exceeding  good 
turner  and  sometimes  practised  the  trades  of  taylorand  shoe¬ 
maker;  he  turned  a  number  of  aitkles  of  wo<xlen  ware;  it 
was  his  practice  to  examine  minutely  into  most  circumstan¬ 
ces  ;  he  made  with  his  own  bands,  erery  part  of  a  soldier’s 
dress,  to  judge  of  the  tnic  expence  of  their  uniforms.  He 
told  Uie  foixMgn  ministers,  one  day,  that  he  had  made  a  pair 
of  shoes,  “  not  indeed,”  said  he,  “  very  good  slices,  but  such 
as  might  be  walked  in.” 

He  ruled  with  such  despotic  sway,  that  he  would  permit 
no  minister  to  ague  with,  or  irroonstratc  to  him.  In  1760, 
in  opposition  to  popular  sentiment,  he  removed  the  Duke  of 
Alva,  who  had  been  first  minister  ail  the  preceding  reign. 
His  chastity  was  such  as  induced  him  to  banish  from  Madrid 
the  Dukes  of  Arcos  and  Assuna  for  their  amours  with  actres¬ 
ses  and  to  put  an  actress  conr<*ined  intotlie  common  prison. 

This  eccentric  prince  married  (June  19,  1734)  Amelia, 
(laughter  of  Augustus  Ill.  king  of  Poland  and  Elector  of 
Saxony. 


TO  rmE  EDirox  of  the  eye. 

MS.  orric, 

WaiLtT  seated  in  my  pew  in  meeting  kovsetNi  Sonday  morn- 
bg  hM,  a  gentleman,  apparently  a  stranger,  came  in  and  seated  himself 
|3b  the  neat  pew— we  were  singing,  mod  I  handed  him  nry  book  open  at 
the  psalm :  When  service  was  over  he  politely  returned  k  to  me  and  re¬ 
tired.— Upon  opening  it  I  found  written  in  pencil  on  one  of  the  blank 
leaves,  the  following  beautiful  lines : —  bknboict. 

May  he  who  owns  this  little  book, 

(3n  Jesus  fix  his  eyes. 

And  view  his  cross  with  stedfast  look, 

Till  rais’d  above  the  skies. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.  • 

^  we  conceive  E't  essay  would,  if  published,  produce  an  nninter  • 
ettbg  controversy,  we  are  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  rejecting  it; 
but  invite  his  correspondence  in  some  more  useful  line, 

**  EB*m  md  Edtaiii,  a  tailr,”— under  comidcratioa. 

^  Tht  /nvMWr  M^jtct  for  *  The  Eye,* 


j- 


60 


THE  EYE. 


[Vol.  1. 


t^oetical  Department. 

ORICtSJL. 

STANZAS, 

Written  on  hearing  of  the  Outrage  on  the  Chetapcake. 

HARK the  sounds  of  fierce  commotion 
Rush  upon  us  from  afar ; 

From  the  shoi-es  of  foaming  oceaa 
Comes  Uie  bloody  blast  of  war. 

Hear  your  slaughter’d  brethren  crying 
Vengeance,  from  the  shades  below  ; 

Rise — behold  them  bleeding,  dying— 

Hurl  your  vengeance  on  the  foe. 

Lo  !  your  ^  fathei's  film’d  in  stoiy,” 

See,  tlieir  angry  spirits  rise. 

From  the  crims<jn*d  fields  of  glory. 

Lightning  in  their  ardent  eyes. 

Hark  !  I  hear  their  voices  hollow, 

\Vide  the  loud  alarm  proclaim  ; 

Huny  !  see,  they  lead  you— follow, 

Follow  to  the  fidd  of  fame. 

Rise  ye  w'annors,  rise  from  slumber, 

Hy — your  injured  countr)'  calls  ; 

Dangers  threaten  without  number,— 

^1*0  the  fight — or  freedom  falls. 

Let  your  country’s  wrongs  inspire  you. 

Let  her  glory  be  your  aim ; 

Let  the  love  of  free^m  fire  you. 

To  deserve  a  deathless  name. 

Sec— ygiir  foes  approach  with  fury  ; 

Drive  them  back  with  loss  and  shame  ; 

Hurry  to  the  combat— hurry — 

Hurry  to  the  field  of  fame.  akacharsis. 

.  —  L.  1 ■  ■  I  m 
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